
Health and care staff front of queue for ‘game changer’ antibody tests 
 
New antibody testing programme to provide tens of thousands of antibody tests 
per day across the UK. 
 
The test will be available to NHS and care staff, eligible patients and care  
residents in England to see if they have had coronavirus as part of a new  
national antibody testing programme announced by Health and Social Care  
Secretary Matt Hancock. 
 
The new antibody testing programme follows the substantial expansion of the 
UK’s swab testing capacity, which saw the creation of the country’s biggest  
network of diagnostic labs completed in record time. Swab testing confirms 
whether or not someone currently has the virus that causes COVID-19. 
 
To read more 
https://www.nursingtimes.net/news/coronavirus/health-and-care-staff-front-of-queue-for-game-changer-antibody-tests-22-05-2020/ 
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28 antibody tests to be taken off the US Market 
 
28 coronavirus antibody diagnostics should be taken off the market weeks says 
the FDA after the agency closed its open-door policy on COVID-19 blood tests 
and required developers to submit their products and data for review. 
 
Under a policy in place from mid-March through early May, the agency allowed 
over 180 antibody blood tests to be sold and distributed in the U.S. without  
federal review but with certain conditions for manufacturers: They must notify 
the FDA of their plans, perform self-validation studies and carry a label saying 
the product is not authorized and incapable of diagnosing COVID-19 on its own. 
 
To read more 
https://www.chemren.com/news/3729_FDA-names-28-antibody-tests-to-be-taken-off-the-market 
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Generic and parallel import prices  
 
Comparing generic and parallel import prices over the last 10 years shows the extent to which generics  
undercut brands at the end of their patent protected periods. In this case generic Donepezil was launched in 
Feb 2012 at a considerable discount on the brand. However it is also interesting to see what then happened 
to the brand as parallel imports cut into the UK brand's market share and prices tumbled. We chose to look at 
this particular product as, of the 2000 PIs we looked at, it had the most erratic prices in recent months. It  
appears that some importers are able to get low prices, whereas others are having difficulty sourcing low 
priced stock. 
 
Interestingly, although it isn't obvious from the graph, generic prices have also risen from about £0.70 in mid 
2019 to £1.53 in May 2020, and there is currently a DHSC Concession of £2.80 on this product. 
 
All the data in this article and charts came from https://www.wavedata.net and https://www.bppi.co.uk 
 
www.wavedata.co.uk 
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Price Watch ……….UK    

Erythromycin and Paracetamol See April Rises In UK 
 
Erythromycin and paracetamol were among the products with the steepest price rises in the UK in April, as 
the coronavirus pandemic continued to make its effects felt in the generics market. 
 
Erythromycin and paracetamol were among the products with the steepest price rises for UK independent 
pharmacists in April, according to market researcher WaveData, as the coronavirus pandemic continued to 
influence generic trade prices. 
 

To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article from this month’s Generics  
Bulletin. 
 
 
WaveData  
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Future online events 

Wavedata 
 
Despite the interesting times we live in and all the challenges the corona virus brings, Wavedata are continuing 
to process pricing data so that companies can continue to access the up to date pricing information allowing you 
to stay competitively priced. 
 
This means we will continue to publish the range of market prices for thousands of medical products.  
 
We are also continuing to develop our semi-automated process which allows market price data to be added to 
services such as wavedata live at https://www.wavedata.net with less need for manual data entry. 
 
Please see Video  https://www.linkedin.com/company/wavedata-ltd  

Organizer Date Venue Link or Email 

MORPh Training: Post Covid-19 What is the 
New Normal? 

5th June 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/post-covid-19-what-is-the-
new-normal-tickets-106224895522 

EMIG HR Group Virtual Meeting  
9th June 
20 ONLINE jimgolby@icloud.com 

WHF - Environmental sustainability in 
healthcare 

2nd July 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
environmental-sustainability-in-healthcare-20 

WHF - Cancer prevention, care & research in 
England  

25th Aug 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/Cancer-
prevention-2020 

WHF - Priorities for healthy weight management 
in England  

9th sept 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/Health-
weight-management-20 

WHF - The future for advanced therapies in the 
UK - manufacturing, access and next steps for 

9th sept 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/Future-
for-advanced-therapies-2020 

PFW - Implementing the Primary Care Model for 
Wales  

15th Sept 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.policyforumforwales.co.uk/book/Primary-Care-
Wales-20 

WHF - Next steps for diagnostics and pathology  
16th Sept 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/next-
steps-for-diagnostics-and-pathology 

WHF - Health research in England - funding, 
regulation and responding to COVID-19  

1st Oct 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/health-
research-in-England-20 

PFfNI - The future for health and social care 
services in NI  

7th Oct 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.policyforumforni.co.uk/book/The-future-for-
health-and-social-care-services-in-NI-20 

WHF - data in healthcare and life sciences and 
its role in the response to COVID-19  

20th Oct 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/Utilising-
data-in-healthcare-20 

WHF - Technology in the NHS - innovation, up-
take and regulation  

12th Nov 
20 ONLINE 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/
Technology-in-the-NHS-20 

UK grants £131m for new vaccine manufacturing centre 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has forced companies and organizations worldwide to change courses and the U.K.’s 
Vaccines Manufacturing and Innovation Centre (VMIC) is no different. With a new £131  
million contribution from the U.K. government, the centre aims to both speed up and expand upon its prior  
ambitions. 
 
The funding also covers a "virtual VMIC” for purchasing manufacturing equipment, recruiting staff and setting up 
a physical space to help make COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
To read more 
 
http://ow.ly/KiKG50zR5mu 
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NHS to treat severe COVID-19 patients with Ebola drug to boost recovery 
 
Some NHS patients with severe coronavirus symptoms will be treated with an Ebola drug after trials 
proved it led to a quicker recovery. 
 
The antiviral medicine remdesivir was developed for Ebola, but initial trials on COVID-19 patients showed 
it reduced the length of time they experienced symptoms from 15 days to 11. 
 
It will now be prescribed for some adults and teenagers suffering serious coronavirus symptoms in NHS 
hospitals, having been given the green light as part of the the Early Access to Medicines Scheme. 
 
The scheme, launched by the UK government in 2014, tries to make certain drugs available for the  
seriously ill before they have market authorisation. 
 
To read more 
https://www.spirefm.co.uk/news/national/3110920/coronavirus-nhs-to-treat-severe-covid-19-patients-with-ebola-drug-to-speed-up-recovery/ 

With Telemedicine Increasing, So Does the Urgency for Creating Less Intrusive Technology 
 
There is no question that with Covid-19 telemedicine has increased dramatically. 
 
Telemedicine is now an essential method of treating patients. It’s an efficient way for doctors to  
manage time, make appointments, “meet2 with patients and next of kin, and provide treatment such as 
medications, referrals, and further investigations. 
 
However, there is a risk of overwhelming doctors with demands on their time at all hours of the day. 
For telemedicine to succeed, a totally new way of communicating is necessary that is direct and  
respects the patient’s needs as well as the doctor’s time. 
 
To read more 
https://www.managedhealthcareexecutive.com/news/need-telemedicine-increases-so-does-urgency-creating-less-intrusive-technology 



WaveData — Top ten searched  products where the focus was to May 2020 

According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data  

Wavedata Live at https://www.wavedata.net  

Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to May 2020 

WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages. 
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This bulletin now goes out to 4800 plus people. 

 
If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by the 17th June 

2020, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 24th June 2020 
 

If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know about it. 
 

You can view all copies of the  Bulletin at    
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp 

Jackie Moss 
WaveData Ltd 

 
E-mail:      Jackie@wavedata.co.uk 

Twitter @wavedata 

We’re on the web! 
www.wavedata.co.uk 

Product Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 

Sertraline Tabs 50mg 28 £1.28 £1.90 £4.71 £7.40 

Sertraline Tabs 100mg 28 £1.53 £3.28 £8.24 £9.67 

Naproxen Tabs 500mg 28 £3.33 £4.05 £4.06 £3.66 

Ibuprofen Tabs 400mg 84 £3.55 £4.12 £4.46 £4.61 

Amitriptyline Tabs 25mg 28 £0.32 £0.31 £0.40 £0.36 

Metformin Tabs 500mg 28 £1.04 £0.99 £1.07 £0.99 

Citalopram Tabs 20mg 28 £0.38 £0.41 £0.41 £0.37 

Paracetamol Caplets 500mg 100 £0.61 £1.88 £2.05 £1.74 

Paracetamol Tabs 500mg 100 £1.16 £1.55 £1.91 £2.02 

Atorvastatin Tabs 40mg 28 £0.82 £0.89 £0.87 £0.99 


